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Persuasive Speech


How many people do you know that you would truly call a friend? Five? Ten? Twenty? What about one hundred? You may know a hundred people that you say hello to, work with, talk to for a few minutes in passing, but are they really friends? Everyone needs true and honest friends to talk to and communicate thoughts with. But who says that the friend has to be sitting right next to you or a few blocks away? Who says this friend even has to live in the same city, state, or country as you while you chit-chat for hours on end? Who says you even have to have ever met this person face to face a day in your life?
One of the beautiful things about the internet, is the fact that it provides a relatively cheap and almost instantaneous connection with millions of people around the world all at once. There are people online who are looking for the same kind of connection and communication that everyone else looks for at any time of the day. They are honest, hard working people who just can’t seem to find enough in common with the people around them to make a solid connection.

A lot of people are very grounded in what I like to call sight and sound reality. This is a good, solid reality that has many, many positive results on a person’s mind. However, not all of the results are positive. One of the negative results is a strong disbelief in anything that is not concrete and lacks visual evidence. The most direct result of this on the internet is an intense disbelief of the potential for honest connections across the digital world. The masses cry out in anger and fear that “You don’t know who that is on the other end! It could be a stalker or a rapist!” and they are right!

Yes! It could be a stalker or a rapist! The words this person who claims to be a 19 year old college girl from Idaho could very well be lies! They could be hiding something! It could be dangerous to talk to them and exchange personal information! It has happened before, someone taking advantage of someone else over the internet, because only words and the pictures they choose to send are the evidence of their honesty. And of course as everyone well knows, the only time that people lie, cheat, and take advantage of other people’s trust is over the internet and in chat rooms…
This is, of course, excepting the times when your roommate lies about going out with their brother to go on a date with your girlfriend or boyfriend. This is, of course, excepting the times that a street hustler distracts you while their partner steals your wallet. This is, of course, excepting the times when you get carjacked and need to get stitches in your head for the bottle that was broken over it. Except for these times and the trillions of other incidents like these times that happen every single day, the only time anyone lies or cheats or takes advantage of other people is over the internet.

Trust. Trust is a hard word to really comprehend. Trust is a hard thing to earn in the sight and sound reality. It is hard to earn and is very easy to loose. This general rule is applied a hundred times over in the digital reality. The supposed woman or man that you are talking to that is potentially from Chester County, can they be trusted? Then again, can the supposed construction worker that you exchanged phone numbers with at the bar because you struck up a good conversation be trusted any more or less? You may know the gender and appearance of a person that you meet in the sight and sound reality for a fact, as opposed to the assumed gender and appearance of the person you meet in the chat room, but that may very well be all that you know.
The words that a person tells you in real life are no different than the words that a person tells you over the internet. They are just that, words. The meaning behind the words comes into play strongly in both instances, as you think back over the conversation thus far in both instances. While it is true, you do have the advantage of being able to pick up on the inflections and intonations that a person makes in the sight and sound reality, but the words a person chooses over the internet are even more meaningful, because that is direct communication. Communication over the internet is the direct connection of a mind onto the keyboard through the wires and to the computer screens. It is the most pure, unadulterated form of communication available to the human race.

A well rehearsed con artist can trick a trusting victim in the sight and sound reality just as easily as online. It can actually be easier in real life if the con is truly great, because if the victim is strongly rooted in sight and sound reality, they will tend to believe what their eyes and ears tell them, and will slowly give into what their mind tells them is honesty and reality. Online, every word that a sight and sound reality based person reads is questioned, it is probed for any evidence of trick or deceit. It is compared with statements made prior to find any element of conflict.

By all means, I’m not telling you to take everyone you meet in online reality or in sight and sound reality at their words and trust them entirely. That would be extremely unwise, as there are cons out there, and there is no way to avoid running into one as some point or another in online life. What I am telling you is that there are honest people online, just as there are in the real world. These honest people are just like you, they are interested in basketball, or psychology, or animals, or any of a zillion other hobbies careers and just things in general. These honest people just want to make connections, to get to know new and exciting people; they want to hear stories of abroad and want to tell stories of their homes.

In my life, I have known more people on the internet than I can count, and I have grown to think of more than a few of them as true friends. We share shots together, we tell stories together, we cry on each others virtual shoulders, we revel in one another’s victories, and we mourn at one another’s defeats. When the friends I make are involved in one of the many virtual gaming communities I am, we share battles together, go questing and solve puzzles together. We bet cards, we count pockets, we race for first place and we try to protect each others wing in battle, games, and fun. Some people get annoyed, others get angry. Still more people laugh, and others remain silent. 

From these online reality connections can be born sight and sound reality connections. Some friends move in together if they end up at the same college, and others move in together if they end up falling in love. The online world is just as alive and voracious with the connections of life as the solid world. The human beings behind those computer screens are just that, they are human beings. They are honest, they are deceitful. They tell a lie to cover shame, they tell the truth to release burden. They steal for personal gain; they give for those who have lost. It is a whole community unto itself, and only when a person has truly opened their mind to look beyond the sights and sounds that are directly around you can that person understand this community, and as soon as one can understand and respect this community, they are a part of it.
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